STOREFRONT 

Art  and  Architecture 

97  Kenmare  Street  New  York,  NY  10012  212-431-5795 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Contact:  Mr.  Kyong  Park,  Director 

Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture 
(212)  431-5795 


THEATRE  AND/OR  PERFORMANCE  ART 

The  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture  will  present  ERIC  SCHMIDT  in  the 
PREMIERE  PERFORMANCE  of  his  verse  play  for  one  character,  "A  NOVENA  FOR  THE 
LEATHERMAN:  THE  TRAIN'S  CONTENTS"  for  three  nights  only  on  Friday,  April  10; 
Friday,  April  17;  and  Saturday,  April  18  at  the  STOREFRONT,  97  Kenmare  Street 
(between  Mulberry  and  Lafayette).  All  performances  at  8:30  PM;  admission 
$8.00.  Seating  is  limited;  for  reservations  call  the  Storefront  at 
(212)-431-5795 . 

"A  NOVENA  FOR  THE  LEATHERMAN:  THE  TRAIN'S  CONTENTS"  is  the  most  recent  of  Eric 
Schmidt's  continuing  experimentations  with  language,  dramatic  form,  and  the  themes 
of  love  and  loss  in  poetic,  if  jarring,  contexts.  The  play's  protagonist,  Goosey 
Goosey--cruelly  nicknamed  after  his  boyfriend's  favorite  composer's  dog--comes  to 
believe  that  his  thumbnails  are  the  tunnel  to  his  visual  studies.  After  reciting 
a  novena  to  a  man  in  leather,  inspired  by  the  contents  of  a  subway  car,  he 
delivers  his  swan  song,  "Float,  Ye  Merciful  Tree"  in  which  he  decides  never  to 
throw  another  party  in  Brooklyn,  ever. 

ERIC  SCHMIDT,  recipient  of  a  1986  New  York  Foundation  for  the  Arts  Playwrighting 
Fellowship,  has  performed  since  1978  in  New  York's  leading  avant  garde  theatres, 
clubs  and  galleries  including  Mudd  Club,  SNAFU,  Franklin  Furnace,  A's,  Just  Above 
Mid t own/Downtown,  Exit  Art  and  P.S.l.  Mr.  Schmidt  calls  his  verse  plays  "epics 
about  mythical  characters  in  exaggerated  historical  landscapes  speaking  a  poetic 
language."  Others  have  said  "Schmidt's  writing  is  filled  with  intense  beauty  and 
intelligence"  and  "(his)  performance  flows  back  and  forth  from  lyricism  to  drama 
to  comedy  to  farce.  .  .the  deliberate  effort  of  a  very  talented  man  to  reach  his 
audience"  (High  Performance  Magazine). 

Schmidt,  whose  aesthetic  stems  from  the  love  of  beauty  in  language,  often  performs 
the  title  roles  of  his  plays,  which  include:  THE  AUNTO  VILLAGERESS,  THE  FREEZING 
NO  TO  ALL  QUESTIONS  PRISON  OF  BENT  THINGS,  THE  REPENTANT  CANNIBAL,  THE  MODERN 
QUEEN,  THE  PIANO  ABOVE  HEAVEN,  and  THE  MATADOR  OF  SPIT  COBRAS. 


#  #  # 


